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Asst. Prof. Dr. Habeeb Rahman Ibramsa

j THE BEST UMMAH WELCOMES THE MONTH OF RAMADHAN
jg ™) As the blessed month of Ramadhan approaches, we need to prepare for it as we desire
i‘b) ,-» ] - to gain the utmost barakah of this-holy month, For many, Ramadhan comes and goes.
4 However, only few havereceived the blessing. Such blessings are indeed noble
achievements one c‘mi attain when Ramadhan is spent properly. In order to achieve the
\d 05 barakah of. Rémadhan, the following five tips are commendable:

1 Gratitude: The secret to a blissful life is to be thankful for what you have even for
 the basic things in life. We, as the best Ununah, have Iman and Islam. We have been

- sent the best book, i.e. the Qur'an. As a proof of our gratitude we are expected to
. follow its teachings. Ramadhan, being another bounty of Allah, should be fully appre-
b / ciated by engaging ourselves in activities that rejoice in the month of Ramachan such
i as doing tadarrus of the Oui'ran, perf‘pfmmg tarawih and giyam al-layl, giving sadagah ctc.

(‘

2. Discipline: Most people alreaﬂy know that the literal meaning of fasting is to abstain oneself from eating, drinking and engaging in any
activities that will result in the nullification of our fasting. Indeed, an indirect but substantial training one can gain in the month of Ramadharn is
the ability to discipline onéself as one abstains himself from activities that will nullify his fasting. This is the basic form of discipline one needs
to develop. It is a simple as exercising particular routines of Ramadhan ranging from waking up for safur, praying fahajjud, reciting the Qu 'ran
and observing the dos” and don'ts of Ramadhan. The spirit is to obey the routines as required and in such a way, implementing the discipline in
oneself.

3. Devotional life: Ramadhan is the month where Allah allows us to fulfil the purpose of
our being; and the purpose of our creation. Allah created us all to worship Him alone. As
Rantadhan and Qur-’an are closely connected. In this regard, I wish to emphasize that our
devotional life should be based on the Qur’an. Off course, one of the basic devotional duty
is to recite the Qur'an during the month of Ramadhan. 1am not asking that a person
complete the entire Quwr’an with its comment'u ies in one month time. In fact, perhaps it
may be feasible to complete reciting the entire Qur’an in Ramadhan and later to start off
- reading and internalizing the comment
important fact is to lead the life of Qu'f
embraced by all Muslims and manifesy
" behaviour, action etc. \__ :

es and try to finish it on an annual basis. The other

which means the Qu 'ranic teachings must be
their day to day engagements: prayers, speech,

is important that we feel our fast, i.e. to endu unger and the thirst. Apart from that, we may
also identify ourselves with other yeo] 'tiug This can be achieved if we feed otheri<l ‘f'lstmg, so that we will also be rewarded by
their fasting. Another way of identifying @ iselves with the Unimah is to be grateful for whatever Allah has given us and realize that a little of
that we need be given to others in need so that they may have a decent Ramadhan and wonderful Eid al- fitr. It is to observe what the Unimalr is
going through and to pro-actively partjcipate in helping the Ummiah by any possible means.

4, Identifying oneself with the Uy

E *
5. In Contact with the Qur’an: Ranmdan is the month wherein the Qur’an was revealed. Tlus
is the month of the Qur'an. It is e\tremely important to establish relationship with the Qur'an.
. For the average person, i.c. one who is JIDI scholar or is not a Hgfiz, they should practically
:e‘ad at least one juzu’ per day sothat ihey finish the thirty /u i of the@ur an in the month of
Ramaffan The next step is to’ “nderstand. the Qur cm*-ﬂs“mmp ¢'as readir
later to réad e commentaries. These pracn}es are to be exercised ever: y_aﬁ'f“;ﬁmuy fail. 4

ﬁ : Obvnousiy the whoie,commcnhry will not be completed in a month, but at least there will be
|
|
\

initiative fo read and-internalize the meauulg of the Qu'ran-gradually-and: iropefully i ina yem i
time, the whole Qu’ran can be: completed > 'x:

15
To coucludq, we pray to Am!h tlizﬂll{éféﬁowcrs upon.us the blessmgs of Ranmd!ran ﬂnt comes
with His forgiveness and mercy,: Amin.
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Dr. Haslina: As the Deputy Rector
of ITUM what do you aspire the
1TUM Mosque to be?

Dr. Bergouth: Thank you Dr.
Haslina and thank you for inviting
me to' share my perspective in the
mosque bulletin. First of all, T think
we need to understand the role and
the importance of mosque in the
Islamic society and civilization in
general. The mosque is not only a
place for Ibadah, where people
worship, pray and after prayers
they leave. In fact, the core values
that may shape the Muslim socicty
come from the Mosque. Such val-
ues are (to name a few) tolerance,
unity, adab, and trustworthiness. In
the Muslim society; a child, parent,
leader, adult or a teacher is in need
and interacts with the mosque.
Therefore, the mosque is the centre
of transformation of the individuals
and personalities, We look at the
mosque as a place where the values
of unity can be inculcated among
the local and international students.
It’s a place where they come to-
gether and share knowledge and
ideas, a place where they know one
another. The more they know one
another, the better is their relation
and  contribution to the Ummabh.
We at the Internationalization Of-

fice, hope to realize the spirit of

one Umimah, where IITUM commu-
nity of different nations, cultures
and places learn and interact to-
gether. For exampley, when an In-
ternational staff or student delivers
Khutbahin the mogque, it creates
the sense of belonging. Thisiis why
Lit's arvery :mpomnt tool nf Inter-
nanonaliang the. mosque, The best
thmg is that the mosque i3 at il g
centre of the University; so tha’t
one comes from the mahallah and
finds the llanqmllty, recharges and

lN DUSTRY AN D COMMUNITY RELAT[ON

the University.

Dr. Haslina: The University
has' dynamically changed since
the past 27 years ago. How do
you think that the changes have
affected the role and function of
1IUM Meosque?

Dr. Bergouth: Indeed the uni-
versity is undergoing a great

transformation and changes. In

fact, in the last 5 to7 years the

changes are enormous and ap-

parent at all levels; manage-

ment, human capital manage-

ment, finance management,
teaching and learning, communi-
ty, relations, seeking Research
University, ranking quality, centre
of excellence etc. We have re-
ceived hundreds of schelars and
people. Therefore, the mosque has
to organise more dynamic and
creative programmes that bring
people together, beyond talks and
khutbah. The mosque can support
the university in tackling issues
like morals, dress code, cheating,
and plagiarism. The mosque should
collaborate with other agencies
within or oufside the university.
One initiative, is for example, to
organize a diploma certificate pro-
gram to train young lmams from
various |)"11'T7 of the World. The
mosque hasito start thinking of

initiating Jpackages, integrating
local and 1l§1atmml students as
well as b'fdg/lg the cultural and
psychologjeal/ barrier, so that we
become one family respecting each
other. Pl J{ ;grrbah should address

1 issues), talk about leader-

parenting, fbadah,
time management, famﬁy (UM
family) and inclusiveness in Islam.
If the 1msque really wants to make
a positive transformation, then this
is the course to be followed.

Dr. Hés]in;’i: How do you think

that_the [TUM Mosque should in-

temauonahzq: itself?
Dr, Bﬂgmﬁh In tetm‘&éf[T’”\ft-
tionalizing; y s therg are many
things. It means having more activ-

ities of international nature; ad-

dressing the international audience,
inviting more international Tmams
‘and, JcoplF to visit the mosque and
!eliéiigmg our 1ilfér|1at10|111 students
and staff in the mosque ¢ f{ctmtles
For example, we would llkc to

cjmance peace, atts, i ge

uate students in the program of
Qurban and Ramadhan. In fact
there should be more space to en-
gage more people, why don’t we
plan to bring Imams from the OIC,
like Mufti of Bosnia, Egypt,
Sheikh Abdurahman Sudais, the
Imam of Haram, we can communi-
Cate with them and invite them,
they ACau\ sponsor us, they may
come froni ﬁ:“illdl Oman and other
parts, they jusb need your invita-
tion, inform them'y e need them to
make Khutbah, thus adglllg inter-
national flavor, there dre many
ways to do these. The 1110sq1;e can
organize conference regardmg

mosque management in the Muss,

lim world, bring representatives
from all over the world and from
there establish diploma in mosque
management, Janaza management,
Tahfiz program, the mosque can
promote these programmes over-
seas, package them and promote
them into 2 or 3 days program, and
call people to come for training,
like summer courses, then you will
become internationalized.

Dr. Haslina: What are your sug-
gestions on the CSR areas/potential
programs that can be led by the
1TUM Mosque?
Dr. Bergouth:
good and I

The CSR jjs very
propose tlid

Dr. Hésllna. The Mos‘

Mﬂsque actwmes as vo uuteeré

‘What is your suggestion to encou;r

age staff and student voluntary
participation at the ITUM Mosque

as part of their CSR? !
Dr. Bergouth:  The mosque|
s!\ouid have special different

s, with diverse skills that may
lJc Ummah.

Dr.Haslina: Whal can zmd shou!d
the Mosque do to;encourage more

patticipation of the female commu-

nity in the activities orgafized by
the [IUM Mosque. T~
Dr. Bergouth: With regardsto the

" f Moot bdiihmemdi s

campus. There are many |
international female students;
we need to find them,

orphanage, smokers
female students drug

can ask for a b
this is

sisters and have discussions with
them, brainstorm with them, get
the ideas, and if you let the stu-
dents do projects by themselves,
they will do wonders. They have

‘good ideas but they don’t know the

channels, where and how to go.
Yourjob is to identify the projects.

Dr. Haslina: What is your final
call to the IIUM community so
they may contribute a collective
effort in the enhancement of the
UM Mosque?

Dr. Bergouth: We have so many
good people, locals and Interna-
tionals, who are willing to suppert
the mosque but they need to be
discovered and approached. This is
why we need to initiate, be proac-
tive, bring them and engage them
and then we shall see our how our
people will be moving. We also
encourage that our staff and stu-
dents fo initiate by themselves.
They have creative ideas. The
mosque can create in its website
“my creative idea for the mosque”,
where the staff would send their
ideas directly to the Director or

) Deputy Director, and then you will

engage them. Mashallah General-
ly, I see our mosque doing a great
job, but you just need to connect
more people and they will do a
wonderful job.

Dr. Haslina:
much Prof.
Dr. Bergouth:
“coe.

Thank you very

1,' S 7

femate participation, you - ned tolm | Ve { WEAY

go gradually. Its vety good that we 2

have r1ppmntcd a deputy director

refreshes himself in the centre of cngage 100 mtcrmtmnal pOSlgl"td- overseeing lhe fcmaic issues on the

i
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Opening talk by the Director of 1IUM Mosque during the Registration of volunteers in progress

Ust. Nur Hafizah binti Musa giving a talk on Qalbun Salim
velunteers’ meeting

SHAS Mosque Administrators and Ust. Nur Hafizah Musa ITUM Hajj Course 1433H / 2012

Zaad al-ma’ad Spiritual Camp at Nur Laman Bistari 3 - 5
July 2012

Former Mufti of Quds during a short visit in ITUM
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MIMBAR

Sheikh Akrama S. A. Sabri
Former Mufti of Al-Quds

~ Partl

Verilypall praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, we seek for His axd we ask for
His forgweness and upon Him do we rely solely. We seek pmtech?h in Him from
the evil that resides. \Vlﬂllll all of us as well as from the mischief‘ of our own ac-
tions. As for the one that God chooses to guide, there is no misgmdance for him —
and for the one that God mlsguldes there is no guidance for him We bear witness
that there is no god but God, k110w\p as Allah in the Arabic languagc, completely

b .
alone and without peer or partner, Loid\of lords, Causer of all causation, the Fash-
ioner of the Seven Heavens and the Creator of all that is.

We also bear witness that our Prophet, our Imam, our leader, Muhammad, the son of Abdullah, father of al-Qassim, is His slave and messenger,
the seal of the Prophets and most noble of the Messengers. May God abundantly send peace and prayers upon him and on his noble family, his
wives, his Companions, his helpers, and his progeny.

“Glory to Him who made His servant travel by night from the sacred place of worship to the furthest place of worship, whose surroundings We
have blessed, to show him some of Our signs: He alone is the All Hearing, the All Seeing.”(Qur'an, 17: 1)

Dear congregation, the above verse is the first one in surat “Al— Isra” revealed in Mecca. This chapter was opened by the word “Subhanallal’ to
show Allah’s power in the cause of the miracle of Isra’ wal Miraj. It’s the only chapter in the holy Quran that begins with Subhanallah. This is a
unique miracle in the Quran. Other miracles in this verse are: Burag, which the Prophet mounted on his way to the heavens and was named
Buraq since it was faster than lightning and the ascendance of the Prophet from Masjid Al-Aqsa to the heavens to receive the second pillar of
Islam (Salat) and all the Prophets descended and were led in prayers by Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in Magjid Al-Agsa.

Dear Muslim brothers and sisters, our rights to Al-Aqgsa Masjid is Allah’s decision and not a resolution by the UN or Security Council. Isra® wal
Miraj event is meant for all the Muslims in the 'lhole world. Our Muslim roots in Al-Quds, after Isra’ wal Miraj, is dated back to the arrival of
Umar bin Khattab, when he entered this city. Le.‘_didn't enter it with arms but in a peaceful trucg between Muslims and non-Muslims. Today,
Israelites are trying to block and violate Al-Qyds ¢ity. However, they have no rights over it. Theyje ._ag'm that Al-Agsa is a monument of Sulaim-

an, this is sheer superstition. Al-Aqsa is part & ld pilrccl of Muslims’ hermge

Dear congregation, a group of Israclites fund mentahsts are trying to penetrate into Al-Aqsa claiming to perform their religious rituals, but Mus-
lim youths keep restraining and chasing thex 'his leads the Israel army to attack them and thus ing to the rise of Muslim martyrs in Al-
Agsa. Your brothers in Al-Aqsa are saluti ga aysians and the entire Muslims as well as valyfir sUtrefforts towards them. We salute all
Malaysian people for their firm stand in s portiﬁgthc Palestinian cause, b

Part II

Dear congregation, We would also like to note two major points. 1— With regards to l dmfil‘ (nvl‘m[ anll _dlq_uu
Adhan, which was first raised by Bilal 1bh Rabah in Aqsa Mosque. After the demise ml! aliall agquall &h
of the Prophet (SAW), he sadly stopped Jaisialg:AdhmJ. In 15 AH, he came to receive 1Ll el haﬂjl aquall
Umar Ibn Khattab in Al-Aqsa Mosque. Umar requested him to make Adhan, when he
raised it, all the Companions sobbed in remembrance of the Messenger of Allah. AP e
Thus, Bilal.received two dlgmtles, he-i! 1s the first person to raise Adhan : wall gnanndl g ail
and Al- Aqsa Today, lsuael authorities are t:ym’é ;\ fonbld‘iff‘ﬂmﬁ“ln’all the P
mosques I R Y G

L &y éyyil elga 5

7% Dear congreganon 3 We;_‘call upon all our brothers aud sisters in Malaysia and all
e 1the Mushm avorld- {o léan: At abic, the language of Al-Qu’ran. Understanding Arabic
fillows one’to reflect a_d ccntemplate more. \vhlle feadmg the Holy Book. Arabic |
which Allalychose 4s tile'laﬁguagé;of}févelat’iﬁn, is'hot meant for Arabs alone but for
all Muslims, We call tipon all teachers and lecturers of Arablc to’put more efforts in
teaching it. g
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(Ibn Khuzaimah in his Saheelh),

: observmg N’awaf 1 grvmg Sadagah, makrﬁg Dzrq

6

.We should stay awake in the mghts to perform

e v Bro. Odeduntan Akeem Kolawole
RAMADAN ¥

| The month of forgiveness is Just around the corner: As Ramadhan draws closer the Muslim

Narrated Sahl:
The Prophet said, 'There is a
gate in Paradise called Ar-
Raiyan, and those who observe
fasts will enter through it on
the Pay of Resurrection and
none except them will enter
through it. H will be said,
‘Where are those who used to
observe fasts?' They will get up,
and none except them will enter
through it. After their entry
the gate will be closed and
nobody will enter through it.'

| world is anxious to receive it. As Muslitis, we eat and dine together in Ramadhan, We share

our personal belongings withiour brothers. We take Sa/u- and Iftar collectively. We meet in

| the Masjid for varioils spiritual activities; performing taddarus of the Qu'ran, tarawel and

qivam al- quf We exchange gifis and pleasantries and converge at the end of the fasting to

: celebiate and felicitate. We do not even wish that the month should depart us.

,Af lan wa sahlan ya Ramadhan!

| Why is Ramadhan so special? How do T maximise my reward in this meritorious month?

Realizing the fact that the existence on Earth is not accidental but purposetully the will of the

. Almighty Allah, so

too is the institution

of fa'sting"irl the month of Raniadhan. Almi ghty

Allah declares in Ou 'ran (2: 185) thus — “O you who believe! Fasting is
prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you so that you
may learn self-restraint’’, The Prophet (SAW) corroborates this in one
of his wise sayings thus: “O people there comes over you now a great
month, a most blessed month in which lies a night more greater in virtue
than a thousand months. Tt is a month in which Allah has made fasting
compulsory by day, and has made Sunnah the taraweeh by night. Who-
soever intends to draw near to Allah by performing any virtuous deed,
for such a person shall be the reward like the one who had performed a

Jardh (obligatory act) in any other time. Ahd whoever performs a fardh,

shall be blessed with the reward of seve

{
The hadith suggests that the Muslims are 1

ing social integration as well as reviy ;

can be achieved by upholding pure l)Vz)g'ak : d bemg resolute to maximise the reward of Ra )mdhm -
One of the ways of reaping the benefits of Ramadt’mu is lo develop a stroug rapport with the Qu m{r This is done by reading the Qu ’ran, listen-
ing to its recitation as well as the exégesis. So too, (N
Muslims should endeavour to observe [laylat al

qadr that is sought in the last mghts of the month. .

s OLaT AL ()50 sh sinay sl Ilal AR

varrous acts of Ibadah such gs: Qggllng __f,l;re QOu’ ran,

among others. At tlio ‘end of the fasting month we!
should strwe to congregate at the outskitts of the”
city or‘any other demgnated places to glor:fy‘om
Lord and celebrate the ErdsirltF:ﬁ{ ] d Ih:
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Nampaikn‘ya wangian Ramadhan telah mula terhidu, Ramai yang telah mula membuat persediaan untuk kedatangan bulan yang
mulia ini, Sememangnya disebabkan bulan Ramadhan ini adalah bulan yang berbeza berbanding bulan-bulan yang lain, untuk
menghadéipinya, kita umat Islam perlu mempunyai persediaan yang cukup serta rapi demi memastikan Ramadhan kali ini menjadi
Ramadhan \yang__paﬁng_ bermakna, '

Bagi seorang mukmin yang sejati, kedatangan Ramadhan.pastinya dinanti-nanti dengan penuh cinta dan harapan. Apa tidaknya; di
bulan Ramadhﬁ'i;_,ki_ta yang mungkin telah lalai dalani‘bulan-bulan yang lain, dijanjikan Allah pengampunan bagi dosa-dosa kita.
Dalam bulan inf‘-j_uga Allah menjanjikan pintu-’iréhmatnya dibuka dengan
seluas-luasnya, dan Allah semakin lla1111)i1‘.-Jénga11 kita; mendengar segala
permintaan dan doa serta rayuan dan pgnjfesalan yang kita ajukan kepadaN-
ya. Dalam bulan ini juga lidah kita"hkan basah dengan zikir-zikir, serta
bacaan ayat-ayat al-qur’an, lantas‘hati kita menjadi lebih lembut, jiwa kita

lebih tenang.
“Mhar Uqba, Gt Ionu Hariith, Katanya:

1 4 : 5 e o e Akwmendengar o Umar r.a. berkata:
Kalau di bulan-bulan yang lain kita terlalu fokus kepada kerja-kerja harian; - Sestnggnhnga Rasufullal s as, telal bersabida:
pejabat, perniagaan, rumah tangga dan anak-anak, dibulan Ramadhan ini Carltat (/? Sl p::nl.nrpuluh o i ks
kita sedaya-upaya akan mencuba untuk mengkhususkan sedikit masa untuk Nambifjiks satah scorang dart kanw tidak mampo,

ek fangan sampal teitepas pada hari kelujah yang terakhir .,
( Riwayat Muslim)

ibadat-ibadat yang lebih khusus untuk mendekatkan diri dengan Allah, sep-
etti solat-solat sunat, membaca qur’an dan berzikir,

Kalau di bulan-bulan yang lain hati kita sering berkira-kira untuk menghulurkan sedekah untuk anak-anak yatim, ibu-ibu tunggal
serta mereka yang memerlukan bantuan di mana-mana sahaja, di bulan Ramadhan ini hati kita begitu pemurah dan mudah untuk
menghulur dan memberi.

Oleh kerana itu, dan disebabkan begitu banyak sekali janji Allah untuk orang-orang beriman di bulan ramadhan ini, maka orang-

orang mukmin itu amat bergembira dengfi]l kedatangan Ramadhan. A
A \

i [ZA
Satu perkara yang elok untuk diberikan timpuan adalah dalam sebuah hadith, (S.A. W)\meletakkan kegembiraan serta kerinduan
dengan kedatangan Ramadhan sebagai(;é\) h satu sebab bagi membolehkan seseorang iib cbaskan dari siksa api neraka.
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:

“Barangsiapa yang bergembira den\g,agg‘gléidatangan bulan Ramadhan nescaya Allah :n:;n‘g;l;"sﬁ’apﬂ(an jasadnya dari neraka”
a . ;? e . ¢

Dengan kata lain “rindu” dengan l{édatang\ n Ramadhan itu menyelamatkan seseorane
syarat paling utama bagi seseorang untu
disimpulkan daripada hadith ini baliawa “rindu” kepada Rama-
dhan adalah salah satu kayu ukur kepada keimanan. Dengan kata SELAMAT BERPUASA
lain, jika kita rindukan Ramadhan, itu adalah satu petanda baik,

ari s'?<sa neraka. Sekiranya “iman” adalah
selamat daripada api neraka, dan dibenarkan untuk memasuki syurga, maka bolehlah

1

kerana kita ini orang beriman. Syabas untuk mereka yang mem-

~iliki kerinduan seperti itu, dan berusahalah untuk mempertingkat-

! 1 liaii"‘lagi keimanan anda. Sebaliknya jika kita tiada “rindu”

dengan Ra:;plst_dlgfilu, atau kita Béfﬁéﬁ’"iﬁs\ah dengani~Kedatarigan 1
Ramadhlan, m‘aka.kit_z\l mungkin jauh dari “i‘m,an”.‘:

Sempena kedatangan bulan yang mulia ini, marilah kita sama- -
sama bermuhasabah diri.. tanyalah diri kita, ., A

Rill(llllcfill"l(.iga dengan Rg}ﬂa(}l}?}l?,‘; Ih ,..

RAMADHAN
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